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REMARKS on Dr. Bentley's 


SERMON, Oc. 


MONG all the Pretenders to Learning, there are none 
who have a greater Opinion of themſelyes, and vaunt 
more of their Performances, than carping Criticks 3 who 
make it their buſineſs to fault with every thing that 
comes in their way : And that often with no other View 

than to appear ſingular, and be look'd upon as Perſons of uncommon 

Judgment and Penetration. Even the Divine Oracles, tho infallible, 

cannot eſcape the Cenſure of this Tribe: They will prey upon the Sacred 

Text; and rather than not give proof of their Subtlety, expoſe the 

Bible to Contempt. There is a Generation of them who will be 

tually nibbling at the New Teſtament, and particularly the Writings of 

St. Paul, againſt ſome of whoſe Doctrines they have a rooted Abhor- 

rence. You'll find ſome of them detracting from the Credit of this In- 

ſpired Author; and others wreſting his Words to their owh Senſe. They 
care not what Abſurdities and Contradictions they reflect upon him, if 
they can but ſhew their Art, and propagate their own Notions. 


Dr. BENTLEY has a rare Faculty this way: And in his Sermon, 
on the Fifth of November laſt, has given the World a Specimen of his 
Critical Learning. He takes occaſion to quote ſeveral places of Scrip- 
ture, that have no relation at all to his Text, on purpoſe to traduce our 
Tranſlators, and expoſe the Falſities and Corruptions of the common 
Verſion, and of the Original it ſelf. And tho in this polite Age it be 
thought a piece of Pedantry, to foiſt ſo much Greek and Latin into a 
Sermon; yet the Doctor cannot forbear, but muſt ep aſide from the 
| Deſign of the Anniverſary, and the Scope of his Diſcourſe, to entertain 
his Auditory with ſeveral Pages of impertinent Criticiſm. He would 
3 his Readers with an Opinion of the Merit and Importance of 

is Diſcoveries; but if we examine them nicely, I'm afraid they will 
anſwer no other End, than to betray the Weakneſs and Confidence of 
their Author. 5 


TO begin with his Text; 2 Cor. ii. 17. Oo 38 Fowey, ws of aronAnt, 
va mMeyorles F Adgoy Tu Oct, &c. For we are not, as many, which 
corrupt the Word of God; but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the 
ſight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt. 


A 2 
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HE ſpends above two Pages in torturing thoſe plain and eaſy words, 

MU Ah d S: which any oxdinary Country Parſov, that 

1s buy Maſter of the Engliſh Annotations, might obſerve, as well as this 

- Unrverſity-Critick, to carry in them the Notion. of adulterating and 

| negotiating the Word ef God, for their on Lucre and Advantage. 

'« And after all the noiſe he makes about zg-magver and m; after all 

| his maſterly Reflections on our Tranſlators, who, he ſays, were not 

happy in their Verſion of this Paſſage, but were impos'd upon by miſta- 

king 4 parallel Place, and whom he accuſes of Lameneſs, and not doing 

ſuſtice to the Text: be advances nothing himſelf, but what he might 

Tow almoſt verbatim from Pool's Synopſis, Bexa's Annotations, and 

even the Engliſh Commentaries z not excepting his famous Paſſage of 

Ennius, and his Quotations from Ignatius and Nazianzen : as any one 
may ſee by comparing the Doctor's Sermon with the Authors alr 

named. And yet he has not refer d his Readers to them, but puts o 

theſe Criticiſms, as if they were intirely bis own. 


BUT wbereſoever he had them, they can conyey no clearer Notion 
of the Apoſtle's Meaning, than the ordinary Tranſlation will eaſily ſug- 
geſt, For corrupting the Word of God, (as in the Text) or dealing - 
ceitfully with it, (as in the Margin) are Words of a very wide ſignifica- 
tion, and will comprehend any manner of corrupting and debaiing the 
Word of God: whether by making merchandize of it, or by mingling 
therewith the Inyentions of Superſtition, or by falſe and heretical Gloſſes; 
which laſt are by no means to be excluded, but were moſt certainly, if 
not principally, intended by the Apoſtle, tho the Doctor would inſinuate 
the contrary, And yg.7mAs ͤſignifies a cheating Vintner, who adulte- 
rates his Wines by baſe Liquors ; to which Martial alludes, 


Non potes, ut cupias, vendere CAUPO Merum. 


It was not the proper Work of Tranſlators to paraphraſe the Text, but 
to give a verbal Tranſlation of it; nor is there any Word in the Engliſh 
Tongue, that can more happily expreſs the Senſe of xamaevor]es, than 
what they have fix'd upon. No body therefore, but an idle Critick, 
who is acted by a Spirit of Contradiction, would cavil at a Verſion 
which contains the true and full Senſe of the Original, 


IF we believe the Doctor, this Text will furniſh us with another In- 
ſtarce, where our Tranſlators have faild. They were not ſo quick- 
ſighted as to diſcern the Treaſures of Truth that are to be found in the 
Article oj. We are not as many, which corrupt the Word of God: This 
| our Critick Author finds fault with, and would have it, as the many e 
| becauſe the Original is, not ws a72AAos, but ws of reaat 3 Which Senſes, 
&* ſays, arewagy different ; As many may ſlill be the leſſer part, as 


* THE M A NY: muſt always le the Majority : As many muſt mean 
| % here 
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Dr. Bentley's SER moN, Cc. 5 


would infer from it, is manifeſtly falfe and abſurd, 


Princes happen'd to be Papiſts or Proteſtants, that it is an Objection in 


« here Chriſtians only, as THE MANY may include the Heathens 
« too. Which he pretends to prove from the uſe of oj apoaact in 

fane Authors, as oppo:r'd ſometimes is overs to the Wiſe, ſometimes 
Tis aAuolois, to the Rich; and ever denoting the moſt, and generally 
the meaneſt of Mankind. This is the Reaſon he aſſigns, why it muſt 


include here the greateſt part of Chriſtians, and the Heathens too. 


NOW whatever comes of the Article oj (which is redundant in this 
place, as it is in divers others of St. Paul's Epiſtles) what the Doctor 


WOULD any but an inconſiderate Critick imagine, that the Majo- 
rity of Chriſtians were in the Apoſtles days, when the Church was in 
its Infant Simplicity and Purity, Neis ume, or Ache e It muſt 
found very harſh in a Chriftian's Ear, (and is indeed a Reproach to 
Chriſtianity) to be told that the greateſt part of thoſe who were con- 
verted by the Apoſtles from Judaiſm and Paganiſm, when nothing but 
the Evidence and Power of their Poctrines could make ſo many Proſe- 
lytes, were Sellers of Chriſt, or Traffickers in the Goſpel, and conſe- 
quently, with Judas, Sons of Perdition. 


W HEN Chriſtian Emperors, out of ungovern'd Zeal, or Human 
Policy, gave the firſt Handle to Prieftcraft, by endowing the Sacred 
Functions with Exceſs of Wealth, Secular Power, Authority, and other 
Temporal Privileges and Immunities ; when the immenſe Revenues (as 
Dr. Bentley calls them) of the Pagan Prieſthood, were transfer'd to the 
Chriſtian ; and Swarms of Courtiers, as well as the meaner fort of 
People, found it their Intereſt to relinquiſh their old Superſtition : it is 
not to be wonder'd at, that innumerable Corruptions ſhould then creep 
into the Church, and that thoſe who were converted upon ſuch carnal 
Motives, became (in the Doctor's Stile) Traders in a Profeſſion. The 
Purity of the Chriſtian Faith, was in a great meaſure loſt, by this way 
of propagating the Chriſtian Name. Kind I agree with the Doctor, 
ce that the Reformation it ſelf did not make the flower Progreſs, for the 
e waſt Riches of the Monaſleries that were to be diſſolv'd.“ Tho, with 
his leave, this is not wholly to be imputed to the Laity ; for the Prieſts 
were more vile. Biſhop Burnet has given the World a ſhocking Account 
of the ſcandalous ee of great Numbers (F aoAwy, in the Doc- 
tor's Senſe) of the Engliſh Clergy, who went ſo often backwards and 
forwards between Chriſt and Belial, in four ſucceſſive Reigns, as our 


the mouths of our Adverſaries againſt the Reformation it ſelf. One 
would be tempted to think, from their ConduR, that they had ſworn 
upon the High Altar, to comply with all Changes, and never to be true 
to any other Oath, but that capital one. They were Men of the like 
Complexion with thoſe Epicureans, who, as the Doctor obſerves, ** tho 
e they denied and derided the Gods, would yet gladly accept of a fat 


& Benejice, 


nn 
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« Benefice, opimum Sacerdotium; and to gain an ample Revenue, 
« would officiate at thoſe Altars which they . 

this Leven is ſtill fermenting among us. But (as theſe Practices are 
not to be charg'd on the Chriſtian Religion, or the Reformation, 
which, in thoſe two Periods of Time aforeſaid, were embrac'd by a 


numberleſs Multitude, from more noble Principles, not for fat Benefi- 


ces, but as of Sincerity, but as of God, in the fight of God in Chriſt, 
ſo) to draw the Picture of Chriſtianity in the Apoſtles Days, from the 
Ideas we have of what fell out ſince, to make the Generality of Chriſ- 
tians in that early Age, Xg1gox4THRAor, to keep to the Doctor's Terms, 
and Aoyores T (where note, that AgyoreaThs is the Epithet given to 
that Arch-Apoſtate, who, for thirty Pieces of Silver, betray'd the Son 
of God, + Ayov, into the hands of the Prieſts :) I ſay, to make the 
Majority of Chriſtian Profeſſors at that time, Corrupters of the Word of 
God for filthy Lucre (as this learned Cenſurer yo, becauſe they have 
ſo degenerated in r Ages, is not only to bear falſe witneſs a- 
gainſt the Virgin · State of the Church then, but is alſo plainly ridiculous 


O 


to Reaſon, 


II is till a greater Paradox to affirm, that of aroxAot, the many 
here, may include the Heathens too, What! were they alſo Traffickers 
and Traders in the Goſpel * Did the Pagan Prieſts and Philoſophers, 
who look'd on Chriſtianity as an ill-contyiv'd Fable, and abhor'd the 
name of it, make Merchandize of that which they openly derided and 


perſecuted ? This looks romantick. D I A NA *s Shrine-makers could 


inform the Doctor of other things; when they inflam'd the whole 
Church (Si, Acts xix. 32.) of Epheſus, as eſtabliſh'd by Law, 
with bloody Rage againſt St, Paul, becauſe if his Doctrines prevail'd, 
not only their ſpiritual Craft would be in danger, but alſo the Temple 
of the Great Goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpisd, and her Magnificence 
deſtroy d. The Noiſe and Tumult wherewith the City was confounded 
upon that Alarm, give us a lively Idea of the mad Work a furious 
Rabble will make, when intoxicated with what ſome call Zeal for the 
Church. Shall we believe then, that thoſe who had ſuch Advantages, 
to trade upon their own Superſtition, which had Numbers, pretended 
Antiquity, and the Authority of Human Laws on its ſide, and was re- 
commended to the Senſes of Men by all the Magniſicence and Trumpe- 
ry of a carnal Religion; would abandon their fat Benefices, to nego- 
tiate in a Profeſſion, which had nothing in it to ſatiate their Covetouſ- 
neſs, or pleaſe the corrupt Generality ? This is as improbable as that 
a dignity'd Prieſt, who has ſeveral hundred Pounds a year of good ſpi- 
ritual Preferment, and is made a Juſtice of the Peace, ſhould turn Dz/- 


ſenter, and live upon the Alms of the People, to gratify his Avarice 


and Ambition, | 


BESIDES, it's obvious that St. Paul here intends no Compariſon 
between the A/;nifers of Chriſt and the Heathen, or the 9 
0 


lently laugh'd at.” And 
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Dr. Bentley's SERMON, Cc. 7 


| of Chriſtians ; nor has he the major part of the World (as the Doctor 
again N o -20AA0{ in this place) at all in his view: But he op- 
poſes hi 


elf and Fellow-Apoſtles to thoſe 2uterigeacr, the Gnoſ- 


Ticks, and other falſe Teachers, who transform'd themſelves into t 
| Apoſtles of Chriſt, (2 Cor. xi. 13.) and made the bleſſed Inſtitutions of 


the Goſpel ſubſervient to their Pride and Luxury. They adulterated 
the Word of God with philoſophical Notions, and made great Oſtenta- 
tion of their Learning and Skill in abſtruſe Myſteries. And it is proba- 


ple that they praQtis'd theſe Arts, with a Deſign to render themſelves 


„and the more effectually to cheat People of their Mony: In 


Which they had yur Advantages above thoſe who preach'd the uncor- 


rupted Truths of Religion, and with pure Aims at the Glory of God, 
and Salvation of Souls. And tho theſe fraudulent Dealers were nei- 
ther Heathens, nor the major Part of Chriſtians, yet were they (too) 
many ; and by their Craftineſs aud Hypocriſy, their Guile and Flattery, 
ſeduc'd the Simple and Unwary, who were but Novices in Chriſtianity, 
and could not yet diſtinguiſh Truth from Error, nor ſuſpe& thoſe who 


; boaſted of their great Knowledg in the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 


WHEREFORE it's evident, that o g here has no ſuch 


| ſenſe as Dr. Bentley would impoſe on us; but that the Article o! is re- 


dundant, as it is in other Places before gA&oyss ; The Reader may turn 
to the Texts. in the Margin v. But we need go no farther than the 
Doctor's Context, ver. 6. Sufficient for ſuch a Man (viz. the ince(- 
tuous Perſon) is this Puniſhment (referring to the time he ſtood ex- 
communicated) which was inflicted of Many ( 7 Xbrwr;) where 
by Many he underſtands the College of Presbyters in that Congrega- 
tion, or at moſt the Cœtus Fidelium, who, before Prieſftcraft con- 
founded eyery thing, had their Suffrages in all the Cenſures, and other 
Acts of Diſcipline that belong'd to the Church. But how irrational 
would it be to aſſert, that av 7 Morey, of many, in that Corin- 
thian Text, comprehends the Majority of Chriſtians, and the Hea- 
thens too? as if they had been concern'd in cutting off the Inceſtuous 
from Chriſtian Communion ! whereas the Words are chiefly meant of 
the Rulers in that Church. And if the Article oi be red t before 
Moves, what reaſon can be aſſign'd why it may not be fo before - 
Avi, Which is of the ſame ſignification ? 


FROM all it appears, that this great Critick did not underſtand his 
Text: And the Compliment he is pleas'd to put upon our Tranſlators, 
for dropping a redundant Article in their Verſion, may with more Equi- 

ty be retorted on higafelf ; It were to be wiſh'd that the Doctor had 
either known theſe Sings berter, or better attended to them, 


| BUT it ſeems this learned Gentleman takes a ſingular Pleaſure in 
_ Fenſuring the Labours of thoſe worthy Men, whom God honour'd to 


— 


5 Cor. x. 19. 2 Cox. ir. 15. Chap. ix. 2. b 
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be the Inſtruments of ſo much Good to his Church. He tells us, 
« There are few Places in the New Teſtament, where ayo\xol comes 


« with the Article, and the moſt of thoſe few are much imjur'd in 
our Tranſlation.” We ſhall trace him in all the Inftances he pro- 


duces, and make it appear that this is a grouridleſs Calumny, and that 
the Doctor is not a competent Judg in theſe Matters. Of Hat 


THE firſt is Luke vii. 47. *Aptor|a: al dpuayriar duties a aol, 


which our Critick would render, her many Sins, her numerous Sinn 


are forgiven. Any one may ſee how much more elegant and empha- 


— » . — * * 
- 4 — * 
- 


: 


* 


tical the common Verſion is, viz. Her Sins, which are many, are 


forgiven, He adds, But if ai monnat here had been confounded 
% with c without its Article, then the Verſion would have been 
* MANY OF her Sins are forgiven.” But, with this Claſſick's 
leave, if we drop the Article, it will ſtill be, Her many Sins are for- 
given; unleſs we will confound aj He,, duTh; aornal, with F 
apuar)iuy duThIs wore, for which a School. Boy would deſerve Cor- 
rection. This Interpretation therefore which the Doctor would aſſign 
of theſe Words, without the Article before mana, is, to uſe his own 
Language, manifeſtly defective, and, as excluſive of ſome of her Sins, 
manifeſily falſe. | 


RE V. xvii. 1. Come hither, and I will ſhew thee the Judgment of 
the great Whore, that ſitteth upon MANY WATERS. The Doc- 
tor carps at this Tranſlation, and faith, © The Impropriety is viſible : 
« for how can one Perſon be ſuppos'd to ſit upon many Watets at 
« once But the Original is not & a0\nav udimwy, but & ꝓ u- 
% r F o; Which he tranſlates, Upon the many Waters, = 
& the waſt, wide, and ſpacious Waters: and adjoins this Reaſon, 
* That Tloaus is often apply'd to continu'd Quantity, as well as to 
% Aiſcontinu d; to Magnitude and Dimenſion, as well as to Num- 
« ber.” But what if it refers here to Number, and not to Magni- 
tude? then the Doctor's Criticiſm falls to the ground. Now that ma 
ny Waters in this place, ale many diſtinct Waters, and not a continu d 
quantity of Waters, is plain from the 15th Verſe of this Chapter: 
The Waters which thou ſaweſt, where the Whore 2 are Peoples 
and Multitudes, and Nations, and Tongues. But the Doctor prefſerh 
hard upon us with this knotty Queſtion ; © How can one Perſon be ſu 
« pos*d to ſit upon many Waters at once? I anſwer, not very w 


if we take it perſonally and roger A. but if it be childiſh to do ſoy if 


the Stile is metaphorical and myſtical ; if by ben he intends Rome, 
or that great City (i xis v Leann) which reigneth over the Kings 
of the Earth, ver. ult. If by ſitting be underſtood the Domination 


and Tyranny which ſhe exerciſeth over enſlav'd Mankind, and not 


the Poſture of ſizring : And if many Waters are many Nations, diſ- 
tinguiſh'd and ſeparated by different Intereſts, Languages, Policy, and 
Situation, that have ſubmitted to all the Uſurpations of Apoſtate Rome, 

| = 


f 


9 
or participate in her Idolatry, and other Corruptions, as St. John in- 
forms us; If this, I ſay, be the genuine Senſe of the Words, then 
there is no I»propriety at all in the common Verſion 3 and it had been 
fortunate for the Doctor (to return his Civility to our Tranſſators) had 
he kept his Queſtion and Criticiſm upon this Place to himſelf ; for how- 
ever he may be allow'd to have a competent Skill in the literal Conſtruc- 
tion of Greek Words, his Judgment in the Interpretation of Scripture is 
not to be much rely'd on. 


Dr. Bentley's SER MON, Cc. 


THE next is Rom. Xii. 5. Ou e S e pd Ee iy Rel, 
So we being many, are one Body in Chriſt, This, he ſays, bad been 
better render'd, So we the many (oi aan) are one Body in Chriſt : 
« Where it's plain (he adds) that in this Conſtruttion, in this Oppoſi- 
« tion to One, the Many denote the whole Multitude, the complex and 
cc aggregate Body of Chriſtians.” The Doctor has not expreſs'd him- 
ſelf very intelligibly here; tor theſe big Words, the whole Multitude, 
the complex and aggregate Body of Chriſtians, may admit of very dit- 
ferent Senſes. He means all thoſe who aſſume that Character, or 
not; if not, his Conſtruction is impertinent, and the vulgar Verſion, 
as it is more graceful, will be as comprehenſive as his: for who ever 
doubted that it includes all thoſe who are indeed Members of the myl- 
tical Body? But if he intends, without diſtinction, all thoſe who, in 
any reſpect, come under the Denomination of Chriſtians, as theſe ge- 
neral Terms ſeem to import, then he grofly miſtakes the Scope of the 
Text, 


0 

I T was never the Apoſtle's Deſign to yield up the Title of the Body 
of Chriſt to all that may uſurp (or monopolize) that ſacred Name: 
No one can be of his Body, that is not quickned by his Spirit *, The 
Papiſts are allow'd to be the Moſt as well as the wor/? of Chriſtians; and 
ſhall we call theſe Idolaters the Body of Chriſt ? Whatever Encomiums 
Dr. Bentley may think many of that Communion worthy of, when he 
ſays, © That great Numbers of them think and att in Godiy Sincerity, 
« and are ſhining Examples of Piety and Santtity :” yet if we make 
the inſpir'd Writings the Judg, we have no reaſon to believe that the 
Lord Jeſus will own ſuch, as Parts of that Body (or Church) which he 
hath purchas*d with his own Blood, and ſanctif'd with the waſhing 
of Water, by the Word, who adore another Hea!, and give up them- 


ſelves to the Service of Idols, + What Communion hath Light with 


Darkneſs ? What Concord hath Chriſt with Belial? Or what Agrce- 
ment hath the Temple of God with Idols? This is applicable to every 
unſanctify'd Perſon, whether Prieſt or Laick, and of what Communion 
foever. They may remember the Church in every drunken Toaſt, and 
damn and curſe thoſe who will not run into the ſame Exceſs of Riot 
for Holy Mother the Church; but it would be a vile Proſtitution, a 


— 
— 


1 Cor. xii, 13. Rom. ifi. 9. 1 2 Cor. vi, 15, 16. 


horrid 
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10 REMARKS on 


horrid Sacrilege, to call theſe the Members of Chriſt. This is agreea- 


ble enough to Popiſh Politicks ; For as, on the one hand, they are ſo ve- 
ry ſevere, as univerſally to condemn all thoſe as Schiſmatricks, Hereticks, 
and 1nfidels, who are not caſt into the Roman Mould ; they are, on the 
other hand, ſo looſe and indulgent, as to give the name of the my/ti- 
cal Body to the moſt leud and profligate Villains, that will but addict 
themſelves to their Superſtition z not requiring (as Bellarmine affirms) 
any inward Sanctity to qualify them for that A but only an 


implicite Profeſſion of the Faith of the Church, and Participation of 
its Sacraments. And conſidering the uſe made of the word Church 


(Which, in Scripture-Account, is the ſame with the Body of Chriſt) by 
a ſchiſmatical Party among us, who appropriate that bewitching Mono- 
ſyllable to their own Sect, one may naturally conclude, that this im- 
pious Tenet of Popery is the moſt fundamental Article in their Creed. 


BUT not to loſe Scent of the Doctor's of a72Aa0t. He raiſes our 
Expectation of more notable Diſcoveries than we have yet met with, 
from Rom. v. 15, 19. Where he would make oj 47zAAc to ſignify an 
Univerſality, and thinks by this one Article to thunder down the Doc- 
trine of particular Redemption. Let the Calviniſts look to themſelves, 
for this Man of Articles is like to be ſevere upon them, when with no 
other Artillery than two Greek Letters, he can make ſo great a Breach 
in their Scheme, and threatens to raze the Foundations. But the truth 
is, this Critick Champion is not very formidable; he is quite out of his 
way, when he meddles with Controverſies in Divinity that depend in- 
tirely on Revelation, We ſhall conſider what he ſays; for tho his Re- 
marks are but ſorry, yet it will be worth our while to ſtate and vindi- 
cate the Scope of that important Place. 


HE proceeds thus: * And this will enable us to clear up another 
Place of much greater Conſequence, Rom. v. where after the Apo- 
& ſile had ſaid, ver. 12. That by one Man Sin enter'd into the 
& World, and Death by sin; and ſo Death paſsd upon ALL 
« MEN (es mylas ail;wms) for that all have ſinned in the 
&« Reddirtio:: of this Sentence, ver. 15. he ſays, For if thro the Offence 
© of ene (ci meant) many be dead, much more the Grace of God, by 
ce one Max Jeſus Chriſt, hath abounded (es 18g monaus) unto ma- 
& 24,” Here the Dottor laments the Defect of our Tranſlation, and 
wiſhes that inſtead of Many, it had been the many, For, “ By this 
© accurate Verſion, he ſays, ſome hurtful Miſtakes, about partial Re- 
« dermption and abſclute Reprobation, had been happily prevented : 


* our Engliſn Readers had then ſeen what ſeveral of the Fathers 
( 


47 


Death paſs'd) and comprehend the whole Multitude, the intire Spe- 


s cies of Mankind, &c.” The like Miſtake, he ſays, our Tranſlators 
hade repeated, ver, 18, 19. where he makes the many (ol 2 
U 5 v 0 


- 


jaw and teſiify'd ; that ot meaact, the many (unto whom Grace 
abounded) are equivalent to muyles all, in ver. 12. (upon whom 
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of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, will yield any ſuch Concluſion as the Doc- 
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who are made righteous, the ſame as let, all, ver. 18. on whom 


Judgment came, Oc. 


WHAT Fathers our Author means, he has not told us; but if 
they ſaw what he affirms they did, they outliv'd their Sight, or had a 
viſive Faculty peculiar to themſelves, and ſuch purblind Divines as la- 
bour under the Extremes of being blind, and 8 they ſee clear · 

For neither the literal Conſtruction of the Words, nor the Drift 


tor would extort from them; which is, that the many, unto whom the 


Grace of God by Jeſus Chriſt hath abounded, are of the ſame Extent 


with ee all, upon whom Sin and Death paſs'd. 


IF we take moaac} in the wideſt Signification that word with its- 
Article can admit of, it will not comprehend the intire Species of Man 
kind : the utmoſt it can ſignify, when there is nothing to limit it, is the 
Generality, but that includes not the whole Species. And here the Doc 
tor confutes himſelf; he had ſaid, pag. 5. that ci apart the many muſt 
always be the Majority; and again, it ever denotes the moſt, and con - 
ſequently no more nor leſs at any time: and yet in this place, he ſays, 
it comprehends the whole Race of Men; which is a palpable Contradic- 
tion, Beſides, I have already prov'd that the Article oi is frequently 
redundant in this Apoſtle's Writings, and that it muſt be ſo in the Doc- 
tor's Text, which led him into ſo many Miſtakes. St. Paul underſtood 
that (ſometimes not uneloquent) way of ſpeaking, which Rhetoricians 
call gAgoyagus; and it is incumbent upon the Doctor to prove that he 
did not uſe it on this occaſion, or to retract that Aſperſion he throws 
on our Tranſlators, for omitting the Article in their Verſion, © That 
they do no leſs than lead and draw their unwary Readers into 
&« Error.” 


NOR does the Drift of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe oblige us to take oj 
T0AA9 in ſo unlimited a Senſe as the Doctor would have us, in order 
to overthrow that Scripture Verity, which he, very improperly (if not 
reproachfully) ſtiles partial Redemption. For it is not St, Paul's Deſign 
here to treat of the Extent of Chriſt's Benefits, but to ſhew the Man- 
ner of their Conveyance to thoſe who are admitted to ſhare in them, 
whatever their Numbers are. Therefore from ver. 12. he runs a Pa- 
rallel between Adam and Chriſt, as the two great Repreſentatives of 
Mankind (whom 1 Cor. xv. 47. he calls the firſ# and ſecond Man, tho 


many Ages paſt betwixt them, becauſe they are the prime Fountains 
| whence the reſt derive their Qualities, which determine them happy or 


miſerable in the ſight of God) and ſhows, that as Adam transfer d Sin 
and Death on thoſe whom he repreſented, which are all Men ; fo the 


Lord Feſus, on the other hand, communicates Grace and Righteouſ- 
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* John ix. 40, 41. 108 
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neſs (which is call'd j fouges & yen, the Gift by Grace, in oppoſition 
to all Inducements in the Creature) to al! whom he repreſents ; that is, 
the Elect, as they are often denominated ; who, tho they are not the 
intire Race of Men, for it would be a Contradiction to ſay every Indi- 
vidual is choſen, are yet many out of all Nations, and of all Sorts. 


THE Way and Manner of this Commmunication from the one and 
the other, is by * Imputation; as is clear enough from the Doctor's 
own Tranſlation of Ver. 18. As the Offence of one was upon all Men 


(i. e. imputed to them) zo Condemnation, ſo the Righteouſneſs of one 
was upon all Men (or imputed to them) to Juſtification. 


| | NOW the Parallel is full and perfect, without making aj arcAAot, 


the many, unto whom the Gift by Grace hath abounded, equivalent to 
es, all, who are the Subjects of Death: For the Collation is not 
between the Numbers of thoſe who fell in Adam, and the Numbers of 
thoſe who are reſtor'd in Chriſt ; but the Compariſon is viſibly between 
Adam and Chriſt himſelf, the one as tranſmitting Death to all his Poſte- 
rity, the other as conveying Life to all his. And who ſees not the Juſt- 
neſs of this Similitude between theſe two Heads of Mankind, and 
the Way wherein they propagate, the one Sin, the other Righteouſneſs, 
to their ſeveral Relatives, without confounding the Numbers that belong 


to cach? than which nothing can be more repugnant to the Analogy 
of Faith, | 


THE plain and true Meaning of this famous Paſſageais briefly thus: 
That as Adam was conſtituted, in the Covenant made with him at the 
beginning, the Federal Repreſentative of all thoſe who were to deſcend 
from him as their natural Parent, whereby his Offence or Fall becomes 
aputable, and is actually imputed to al! ſo deſcending from him; (that 
is, the whole Race of Men, excluſive only of Chriſt, whoſe Generation 
was ſupernatural) to whom alſo he tranſmits an univerſal Pravity of 
Nature, which ſubjects them to the Curſe, and to Vanity, and to Death : 
So Jeſus Chriſt our Lord was, in the Covenant of Redemption, or the 
great Counſel, as the Antients ſpeak; appointed by the Good-pleaſure of 
his Father, and his own voluntary Suſception, the Root of Grace, and 
Fountain of Life, to all, who from him were to derive a new and ſpi- 
ritual Nature in the Regeneration; and who by the Imputation of = 
Rizhteouſneſs to them, are juſtified and glorified ; that is, the + Pre- 
deſtinated, who are alſo called his Seed, his Children, his Brethren, his 
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Sheep, &c. in expreſs oppoſition to the reſt of Men, of whom theſe 
Relations are denied, 


AND therefore not only « mona the many, to whom Grace a- 
bounded, and who were made righteous ; but a&y]s5 all, on whom, by 
the Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came unto Juſtification, wer. 18. 
are to be underſtood in a limited Senſe, and as relating to their Original, 
and common Stock. When the Apoſtle ſays, That the Offence of one 
was upon all Men to Condemnation ; the Subject ſpoken of, as referring 
to the firſt Adam, requires that s all ſhould be taken univerſally, 
becauſe he is the common Parent, and Federal Head of all Mankind. 
Again, when he ſays, That the Righteouſneſs of one was upon all Men 


to Juſtification ; the Subject requires that eg all ſhould be under- 


ſtood not abſolutely, bur of all thoſe whom Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 


engaged for, and who are nominated his Seed in contradiſtinction to 
others. 


I SHALL mention a few other places, where ayz'y]es muſt have a 
reſtrain'd Senſe . Acts xxii. 15. Thou ſhalt be his (Chriſt's) Witneſs 
ces ady]as dg . unto all Men, of what thou haſt ſeen and 
heard: which muſt admit of a juſt Reſtriction, for many Millions ne- 
ver heard of what St. Paul teftihed. Col. i. 28. Warning every Man 
(M dvIewmy) and teaching every Man (miv)a aySewmy) that 
we 11ay preſent (a drvyewmy) every Man perfect in Chriſt Feſus. 
Nothing could be more abſurd and prepoſterous, than to ſay that every 
Man here muſt conclude every individual Man in the World. Luke vi. 
26. Wo unto you when all Men ( miv]ss of dvSewns) ſhall ſpeak well 
of you that is, the major part of thoſe with whom they ſhould converſe 
in the World; who being corrupt themſelves, would generally applaud the 
Wicked, and condemn the Juſt. If one ſhould ſay, that all Alen admire 


Dr. Bentley, as Maſter of thoſe fine Qualities that are neceſſary to an 


accompliſh'd Critick; a ſound Judgment, a penetrating Wit, uncor- 
rapted Sincerity, a Mind exempt of Prejudice and Partiality, an obliging 
Candor, and folid Learning: even the Doctor's own Modeſty would 
ſcarce permit him to fay, all Men were intended of the intire Species; 
and there are many (oi a79Aa0l) would be apt to think it were, in the 
whole of it, an T ε i I might alſo obſerve that the Terms World, 
the whole World, (refer'd to by the Doctor) all the World, and the like- 


general Expreſſions ||, ſignify frequently a great Number, and not the 
whole Race of Men, It is preciſely in this ſenſe we are to take St. Paul's 


words, Rom. v. 18. where he ſays, That the Righteouſneſs of one was 
upon all Men to Juſtification, *Tis the fame with what he ſays in the 
next Verſe, That by the Obedience of one ſhall many (oi aan) be 


ä 


See alſo Mark i. 37. John iii. 26. Phil. ii. 21. 


John vii. 4. Chap. xii, 19. Chap. xv. 19. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 1 John v. 19. 
Rev, xiii. 3. AQSU, 5, Rev. xviii. 3, 23. 
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made righteous. And that wendel with its Article, comprehends not 
every. ſingle Perſon that is concluded under the Apoſtdcy of Adam, is 
too obvious to need farther proof. 


BY this time it's manifeſt that the Doctor's Argument for Univerſal 
Redemption from Rom. v. is weak and frivolous. The Apoſtle touches 
not that Subject at all in this place. He ſpeaks at large of the Extent 


of Chriſt's Salvation, in the ninth and eleventh Chapters of the ſame 


Epiſtle 3 where he makes Election the Rule and Meaſure of Redemption. 
Whatever Dr. Bentley does, the inſpir'd Apoſtle no where contradicts 
himſelf 3 which he muſt do, if his Notion of oj apoAAoz were the ſame 
with the Doctor's. 


1 SHALL craye leave to inſiſt a little upon one Place (inſtead of 
many) that might, more effectually than his little Article, have preven- 
ted all Diſputes about Election and Reprobation, did Men but purge 
themſelves from an evil Heart of Unbelizf . *Tis Rom. ii. 4. 
ſpeaks of the Rejection of the Jewiſh Nation. Aſter the Apoſtle had 
obſerv'd, that this judicial Severity did not affect the whole collective 
Body of that People, but that there were certain Perſons whom God 
foreknew (aegiyvo) and reſerv'd to himſelf, as Monuments of his 
Mercy, whom he ſtiles a Remnant according to the Election of Grace, 
ver. 1 5. to convey the cleareſt Idea poſſible of this awful Diſpen- 
ſation, he ſums up the whole of it in theſe plain words, ver. 7. What 
then? Iſrael hath not obtain'd that which he ſeeketh for (that is, the 
Community of 1/rael have not attais'd to juſtifying Righteouſneſs +) 
but the Election (j enaoryn) hath obtain'd it, and the reſt (ol x.) 
were blinded ; according as it is written ||, God hath given them the 
Spirit of Slumber, agygy ua xgmuviens,——I Election is here put 
for the Elect, by a Metonymy, to reflect a greater Luſtre upon Electing 
Mercy, as the Source of all the. other Privileges that:follow it. And it 
is as plain as Words can make it, that Election and Redemption are of 
the ſame Extent. That no Doubt might remain concerning it, the 
Fleft are put in an expreſs Antitheſis to the Reprobate : For ol Ne, 
the reſt, are thoſe who were cut off from God's Peculium; who are 
not included in the Remnant zu wnoyhy = o, according to the 
Election of Grace. And tho whatever is penal in the Preterition. of 
thoſe whom God left to their natural and contracted Induration, is the 
Conſequent of their voluntary Sins; yet all that Felicity the Elect have 
obtain'd, is the Fruit of diſcriminating Love, without the leaſt Aſpect 
to any preſent or future Worthineſs in themſelves, or what Theologues 
call proper Merit, or Merit of Congruity. They are therefore ſaid to 
be choſen of Grace; and, as the Apoſtle reaſons, ver. 6, F by Grace, it 
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is no more of Works, &c, All their Advantages reſult from the deter- 
minate Counſel of God, who prefer'd them in his great Mercy before 
the Foundation of the World. Nor can his not communicating to the 
reſt, that Grace which would eventually determine their Happineſs, be 
ultimately refoly'd into any other Cauſe, than the ſame ſovereign Plea- 
ſure ; tho the actual Infliction of Puniſhment upon them be the Effect 
of Divine Juſtice. Q g-! O the Depth of the Riches both of the 
Wiſdom and Knowledg of God ! How unſearchable are his Judgments, 
and his Ways paſt finding out ] ver. 33. And yet every puny Critick, 
that can ſpell an Article, will pretend to cenſure them. 


WHAT is here ſaid of the Jews, is no leſs applicable to the Gen- 
tiles ; There is among them an innumerable Company, whoſe Names 
are written in Heaven; and the reſt (oj aumei) are left to periſh in 
their Apoſtacy. It's impoſſible to read the Texts refer d to in the Mar- 
gin, where * Election and + Reprobation are aſſerted in the fulleſt and 
cleareſt Terms, with that Deference which is due to Sacred Authority, 
without yielding our Aſſent to this Doctrine. Nor will Dr. Bentley's 
Criticiſm on of aroAAo, be ever able to pluck theſe Divine Atteſtations 


unto it out of our 


IT will be no impertinent Digreſſion, to obſerve here, that our 
Univerſaliſts, who ſhew themſelves ſuch Enemies to ſpecial Redemption, 
and the other Points that depend upon it, are in a ſcandalous manner 
guilty of the z4maza which is condemn'd in the Doctor's Text, For 
theſe very Principles are taught in the Articles and Homilies of the 
Church of England, and they have all ſubſcrib'd ex animo to the Truth 
of them. Now it will puzzle one of Dr, Bentley's Sagacity, to vindi- 
cate thoſe Gentlemen from the Imputation of FRAUDULENT 
DEALING, where the greateſt Simplicity and Sincerity are requir'd ; 
who ſubſcribe the Articles about Predeſtination, Original Sin, Fuſtifica- 
tion by Faith alone, Free-will, Works before Grace, &c. and profeſs to 
give their hearty and unfeign'd Aſſent to them, as agreeable to the Word 
of God, and as containing their ows Opinions: when in the mean time 
yy do not belieye one word of them, in that ſenſe wherein the Com- 


poſers confeſſedly underſtood them, and which is the moſt obvious and 


enuine Meaning of the words themfelyes ; any other Conſtructio n 
— manifeſtly forc'd and unnatural. I know not what ſecret Virtue 


* Of Election. Mat. xx. 16. Chap, xXiv. 22, 24, 31. Luke x. 20, 21, Chap, 
xviii, 7. Acts xiii, 48. Rom. viii. 29, 30, 31. Chap. ix. 11=———28, Chap, xi, 
2 — 7, &c. Eph. i. 4— 11. Chap. ii. 10. Phil. iy, 3. Col. iii. 12. 1 Theſſ. 
i. 4. Chap. v. 9. 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 2 Tim. i 9. Chap, ii. 10. Tit. i. 1. Heb. xii. 
23. 1 Per, i. 2. Chap. v. 13. 2 Pet. i. 10. Rev. Iii. 5, Chap. xvii, 14, Kc. 

+ Of Reprobation. Jobu xvii. 12. Rom, ix. 13,17, 18, 21, 22. Chap. xi. 
ic. 2 Theſſ. ii. 18. 1 Pet. ii. 7, 9. Jude ver. 4. Rev. xiii. 8. Chap, 
xvii. 9. cha. xx. 15, &c. 
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may be in a fat Benefice, to reader the moſt horrid Prevarication venial; 
not what Force may be in Equivocals and Mental Reſtrictions, to guard 


uh 


againſt thoſe Qualms that ſeem natural to Men, when they diſſemble in 
a Profeſſion they inwaidly abhor: but all the Evaſions, Diſtinctions, 
and Hyperbatons, that have been hitherro coin'd upon this Head, by | 


thoſe who have apoſtatiz d from the original Doctrines of the Churc 


of England, will never ſatisfy the impartial and unprejudic'd part of a 
Mankind of their Integrity, who thus declare their Aſſent and Conſent 
to Articles of Faith, in order to qualify themſelves for Preferment, 


which upon all other Occaſions they teſtify their Abhorrence of. 


TO return to the Doctor: This Learned Critick, after he had chaſ- 3 


tiz'd our Tranſlators, falls foul upon the Original it felf. But he is ſo 


tranſported with his wonderful Diſcoveries, that he forgat to ſpeak to- 


Jerable Senſe. He goes on thus: © And from theſe Obſervations, 1 


« have ſome Suſpicion, that in the famous Paſſage, Heb. ix. 28. So © 
« Chriſt was once offer'd to bear the Sins of many; I am much per- 


cc ſuaded, I ſay, that if the oldeſt MSS were nicely examin'd, ſome of 
cc them would ſhow us, inſtead of tis TO r, as TO TN 
« TorAoy, to bear the Sins of THE MANY: that is, of the whole 
« Race of Men. For it cannot appear improbable, that the Article 
« ſhould be dropt here, when we find it aftually ſlipt in another place 
«< of this Epiſtle.” Who can forbear congratulating the Doctor upon 
this famous Paſſage? He tells us, I have ſome Suſpicion, and then 
aſſumes, 1am much perſuaded, I ſay : that is, (to explain the Doctor) 
I know nothing of the matter, and yet I am confident it is ſo; which 
is like him. And perhaps all his Perſuaſions concerning any thing in 
the Evangelical Writings, may in time dwindle into a faint Suſpicion, 
and Phileleutherus Lipſienſis commence a Free-Thinker, For he is not 
the firſt, who, making it his Task to find faults in the Bible, has cri- 
ticiz d himſelf into mere Scepticiſm, But let's fee the force of his 
Reaſoning ; © It cannot appear improbable, that the Article ſhould be 
* dropt here, when we find it actually ſlipt in another place of this 
« Fpiftle.” Tis much he did not call this a Demonſtration ! We ſhall 
lay the whole of it together: 1 have ſome ſuſpicion, I am much per- 
ſuaded, I ſay; for it cannot appear improbable, &c. Who could ex- 
pect ſuch a Jumble of Inconſiſtencies from one that pretends to excel 
in Philology, and takes upon him to correct the Scriptures ? 


BUT the Place where, he ſays, the Article is actually ſlipt, and 
ought to be aſſum'd into the publick Editions, is very unlucky for the 
Doctor. Heb. xii. 15. Looking diligently, leſt any Man fail of the 
Grace of God ; leſt any Root of Bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, and 
thereby MANY be defild, Js TwTs warn wmorad. Here the 
Doctor would ſupply the Defect of the common Greek, out of the Alex- 
andrine MS. where it is of ToAAad, the many. Now admitting this 
to be the true Reading, our Critick muſt own that moaadt with its ok 
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ticle have not in St. Paul, ſuch a Notion, or Idea of Univerſality, as 
he has been contending for: for it's plain, ei ceανν in this Text can 
be meant only of a Society of Chriſtians, who had perſonal and local 
Communion with one another, and might be in danger of Infection 
from the Apoſtacy of a falſe Brother. It neither includes the Majority 
* of Chriſtians, nor the Hearthens, nor the intire Species of Mankind. 
But to what purpoſe did our Critick Author cite this place? It was to 
prove that the Article is dropt, Heb. ix. 28. and that inſtead of Chriſt 
J was once offer'd to bear the Sins of many, eis T0 ao Mwy ee ve 
&,utoTiaz; it ſhould be eis TO TQN o, to bear the Sins of 
THE MANY: that is, as before, M mrs, of the whole Race 
2 of Men, Which amounts to this Reaſoning : of ToaAct, the many, in 
one place of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, are a ſmall number of Chriſ- 

tians, who join'd together in the ſame publick Offices of Religion; 
therefore in another place of the ſame Epiſtle, where the Article is to 

be ſupply'd, ei 02a muft comprehend all Mankind. A mere mer- 
cenary Sophiſt (Ac G-) would be aſham'd to argue at ſuch a rate, 
and yet this Maſter * afford no better Argumentation. 


I HAVE already follow'd the Doctor through all the Inſtances 
where he pretends the Sacred Text is much injur'd in our Tranſlation 
and doubt not but the Learned Reader ſees who is moſt obnoxious to 
lace Cenſure, for perverting the Scripture in the ſoreſaid places, whether our 
pon *® Tranſlators or Dr. Bentley. Inſtead of expoſing them, which was 
hen his Deſign, he has given the World but very diminutive Thoughts of 
tor) his own Judgment in matters of this nature, and confirm'd the Opinion, 
hich many had of him, that he is an old Grammarian, but a young Divine. 


in 
ion, IT is not, however, to be wonder'd at, he ſhould be ſo very pert 
not and aſſuming in cenſuring and amending the publick Verſion, when he 


ſcarce ſpeaks with becoming Reverence of Inſpiration it ſelt. Pag. 10. 
* his words are theſe: Now can any thing be more abſurd, than that 
| be < a verbal Tranſlation, (viz. the Latin) which, were the Author of 
this „ it INSPIR*”D, muſt yet from the ver) Nature of Language (as 
hall © has appear'd above) have ſeveral Defects and Ambiguities, &c.“ 
ber- According to this Gentleman, ſuch is the original Defe& of the Latin 
Tongue, that an inſpir d Perſon could not tranſlate the Greek into that 
Language, without many Flaws and IinperfeCtions ; that is, the Holy 
* Ghoſt can ſpeak no other Diale&, but what the Doctor pleaſes, per- 
fectly, and without ſeveral Defects. And if ſo, our Tranſlators, who 
never pretended to Inſpiration, might have had better Quarter from this 
cenſorious Critickz and the Injury, he ſays, they have done to the Sa- 
| cred Text, might have been imputed to the Nature of Language (un- 
lieſs the Engliſh be more comprehenſive than the Latin) and not to any 
Deſign they had to draw their unwary Readers into Error. But who 
told the Doctor that the Latin is ſo very defective? The Evidence 
” he brings for it, concludes rather that the Defe& lies ſomewhere elſe, 
C He 
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Ie heffors the Papiſts for advancing the vulgar Latin aboye the original 


Greek, © So that we muſt ſearch for St. Paul's Meaning here, not in 


ce the Notion of oi , but of Multi without its Article; an ori- 
« ginal Defect in the Latin Tongue.” I will be no Advocate for ſuch a a 
corrupt Verſion as the vulgar Latin is known to be; and the Doctor 


may ſhake his Ferula over the Council of Trent as often as he pleaſes, * 


for raiſing it above the Greek. But I would obſerve, with his leave, 


that the principal Corruptions in that Tranſlation are owing rather to 
Prieſtcraſt, than to any unavoidable Deficiency in the Language: And 
as to the place before us, there are Latin Words that convey the Idea of 


ol 70AAdt with a greater Emphaſis than Multi; for if, as our Author 


determines, of a7oAAoi muſt always be the Majority, Plerique or Plerique + 
omnes, will exactly anſwer to that Notion: and conſidering the Scope 


of the Apoſtle here, either Multi or Plurimi would be a perfect Tranſ- 


lation, and expreſs his Meaning without any Lameneſs or Ambiguity. 
This fine Grammarian therefore was miſtaken, when he brings in his 


Multi as an original Defect in the Latin Tongue, And it borders on 
Profaneneſs, to build upon his own Miſtake ſuch a bold Aſſertion, as 


that a Latin Tranſlation, were the Author of it inſpir'd, muſt be very | 


defective and ambiguous, 


THE Reader will forgive me, if unto the Doctor's Criticiſms, I 
ſubjoin three or four places more in his Sermon, where he ſeems to fail 
as much in good Senſe, as he has done in the Expoſition of Scripture, 


Pag. 12. ſpeaking of Superſtition, he calls it © 4 Weed natural to Hu - 


* man Soil, complexionally inherent in the weaker Sex, and advan- 


« ritious to moſt of our own,” It it be natural to Human Soil, how 
comes it to be complexionally inherent (a Periphraſis for natural) only © 


in the weaker Sex, and but adventitious to our own; and not to the 


- 


whole Multitude, but to moſt of our own ?2 Natural and Adventition: * 


are words of very diſparant, yea, contradictory Ideas; for what is Ad. 


ventitious cannot be Natural, but is oppos'd to it. The Doctor muſt 
prove that they are ſynonymous, which he is never able to do; or ex- 
clude our Sex from being any part of his Human Soil: otherwiſe he 
can't take it amiſs, if we think that this Period, wherein he affected to 
ſhew his Oratory, is too groſs a Blunder in one that ſets up for a Critick. 


4 


» 


P AG. 18. He begins an elaborate Paragraph with a greater Abſur 2 
dity : * But what do we ſpeak of this Popiſh Traffick for the Sins. of © 


1 


« the Dead; when the very Sins of the Living, THE WAGES OF © 


c DAMNATION, were negotiated and truck d by the wicked Po- 


& liticz of Popery ?” St. Paul ſays, that the Wages of Sin is Death; 
and thoſe who turn over the Sacred Pages will find, that another Apo- 
ſtle, ſpeaking of a greater Conjurer than Dr. Bentley, Balaam the Son 


: 


of Boſor, gives him this Elogium, that he loved the Wages of Unragh © 
zeouſneſs, But in what Lexicon, in what Claſſick, has this profound Di 


vine obſerv'd, that the Sins of the Living are the Wages of Damnation! 
| He 
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ne might to better purpoſe have call'd them the Wages of PH = 


riginal and there is a Trope in Nhetorick which would then guard him agaitt 1 


not in the Imputation of Nonſenſe ; but as it ſtands in the Doctor's Sermon, 
an ori- it muſt remain a Specimen of his correct Writing. How much more 
ſuch a pertinently did Balaa ms Aſs expreſs her ſelf, in that paſſionate Excla- 
Doctor mation, wherein ſne complains of her hard Wages ? What have 1 
leaſes done unto thee, that thou haſt ſmitten me theſe three times? Am not 
leave, 1 thine Aſs, upon which thou haſt ridden ever ſince I was thine 2 
her to | | | 
: And HE concludes that Paragraph with another Paſſage of the like 
dea of * ſtamp : * Thus were the Grace of God, the Remiſſion of Sins, all the 
Author © Privileges of the Goſpel, trucł d and cauponated by Popery, for ſor- 
lerique © did and "deteſtable Lucre, upon the open Scheme and bare Foot of 
Scope © Atheiſm.” An admirable Diſcoyery ! and aſſuredly the Doctor's 
Tranſ. own. The open Scheme and bare Foot of Atheiſm, it theſe words have 
iguity. any Senſe at all, can ſignify nothing elſe but Atheiſm without Diſ- 
in his guiſe, without a Cloke, or Vizor. And is there any thing in Po 
rs on it ſelf more ſenſleſs, than to affirm that Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
on, as bought and ſold, upon this undiſguiſed Scheme of Atheiſm ? That Ma- 
very nagement which, in the Doctor's Sermon, goes under the name of 
© Popiſh Politick, in St. Paul's Stile, 2 Theſſ. 2. is a Myſtery of Iniquity 
© (ſpreading it ſelf, and becoming Catholick, 2w#th all Power, and Signs, 
ms, I aud lying Wonders, and with all Deceivablen»ſs of Unrighteouſneſs) that 
to fail is, Iniquity under a Mask of Religion, in oppoſition to any open 
pture, Scheme or undiſſembled Profeſſion, which have no Myſtery, nor Craft 
> Ha. in them. Let the Doctor try his Skill (for there is no reaſon to ſuſpect 
dven- bim ignorant of the Secrets of this ſpiritual Trade, he being fo ready 
how and expert in their Terms of Art, tho ſometimes he forgets himſelf. 
only | that one would think he has been Prentice to it:) Let him make an 
to the Experiment, I ſay, and ſet up a Factory for Indulgences and Pardons, 
itious upon the open Scheme and bare Foot of Atheiſm ; and I doubt he'll ſoon 
s Ad. turn Bankrupt, tho he vended them even among his poor 1znarants of 
muſt America. Such open Dealing would ſpoil all the Markets, and render 
Tr ex- the Commodity contemptible and ridiculous. But the ſillieſt Pedlar of 
iſe he the whole Fraternity knows how to ſet off his Wares with a better 
ed to Gloſs, and upon a more plauſible Scheme. They can tell their Cuſ- 
tick, tomers another Story, They can plead the Authority of the Church 
(which, the Doctor knows, will ſerve to any purpoſe whatever) and 


bſur. anathematize all thoſe as Atheiſts and Infidels, who dare call it in 
25. 7 queſtion. And whatever Impiety, or practical Atheiſm, may be in 
"OF their Conduct, it is all under a Form of Godlineſs, under a Pretext of 
d p | Religion, and not upon the open Scheme, and bare Foot of Atheiſin x 
ah; as the Doctor ignorantly aſſerts. 

Apo- 


Son | I SHALL mention one place more, where this Learned Critick 

has not been very fortunate in the Choice of his Expreſſions. Pag. 27, 
D we meet with this Sentence: The two Inſtruments, the two Parents 
ion | C 2 | « of 
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*© of the Reformation, Antient Learning, and the Art of Printing.“ It 
might be expected that a Grave Divine would aſcribe the Glory of ſo 
great a Work as the Reformation, to a higher Cauſe than Antient 
Learning (whatever he means by it) or the Art of Printing: But b 

hat Figure (unleſs a Solœciſm, of which he makes frequent uſe) will 


he juſtify his calling one thing both the Inſtrument and the Parent of ; 


another ? for in the ordinary Acceptation of thoſe Terms, it looks a 
little incongruous. I know not who have been ſo happy, as to be the 


two Inſtruments, the two Parents, of ſo great a Genius as Dr. Bentley; 


nor will 1 contend, whether o a;Aaui oppos'd mis onpois, Cc. may 


include them or no: but I have more than a Suſpicion, that no body 


will envy the Doctor the Honour of being the ſole Inſtrument, the 
alone Parent of this Sermon upon Popery. 


AND now to give a general, but true Character of the Doctor's 
Diſcourſe ; I freely own he has, in this ſtudy'd Declamation, expos'd 
ſome Branches of Popiſh Prieſtcraſt ſmartly enough. But he took no 
notice of many of its worſt Doctrines, that were chiefly inſiſted on, 
detected, confuted, exploded by our firſt Reformers ; He has not once 
expreſly charged that Communion with Idolatry, or Antichriſtianiſm : 
He has not mention'd thoſe principal Signatures of the Head and Body 
of that Apoſtate Church, or (to ſpeak ſtrictly) Synagogue of Satan, 
which we meet with in the Apocalypſe, and other inſpir'd Writings. So 
that his Landskip of Popery is far from being perfect and compleat: 
And the Sketch given of it, is in ſo Bombaſt a Stile, in ſo Romantick a 
Dreſs, (which diminiſhes the Credibility of his Story) that to particula- 
rize all his improper Figures, his pedantick Phraſes, and extravagant Me- 
taphors, (for he chuſes to be guilty of the groſſeſt Improprieties, rather 
than utter any thing, tho ever ſo mean and common in it ſelf, vul- 
garly, or without a rope) would be to tranſcribe almoſt his Sermon. 


I F any ſuggeſt that theſe Animadyerſions might be ſpar'd, conſider- 
ing the general Neglect wherewith the Doctor's Performance has been 
entertain'd, among Men of Senſe and Learning; I ſhall only fay, that 
my Aim was, to clear the Sacred Text from his Miſrepreſentations, and 
vindicate our Tranſlators from his opprobrious Reflections and petulant 
Cenſures ; which I waited to have ſeen done by an abler Hand; and 
which, whether I have done ſucceſsfully, I leave the impartial Readers 
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ent The CONCLUSION. 


vill Do r after all, it were to be wiſh'd, that inſtead of entertaining 
p B ſo great an Auditory with a pompous Shew of his Claſſical Learn- 
ing, the Doctor had, in his Sermon, inſiſted on ſome things more ſu- 


f table to the Solemnity of that Day, and to the Situation of publick Af- 
'Y 3 7 fairs at that time, which he has paſs'd over in ſilence. 


dy. | THE Fifth of November is appointed b Authority, as a yearly 

*Z Commemoration of two the molt remarkable Deliverances that ever 
| 2a Nation enjoy'd ; The Diſcovery and Prevention of an intended Maſ- 
ſacre in King James the Firſt's time; and the late REVO L U- 
TION, by which three Kingdoms were reſcu'd from the Tyranny 
of King James the Second, and his Popiſh Partiſans. To this laſt, 
7 which will eternize the Memory of its Glorious Author, the Dear Mo- 
* narch King W1LL1A M, we owe the great Happineſs of his Preſent 

MAJESTY's being now on the Throne. 


THIS ineſtimable Bleſſing is the more endear'd to us, from the 
an, near and dreadful Proſpe& we had, in the laſt Years of Queen Anne, 
So of falling again into the hands of theſe our Enemies: When the whole 
at: Proteſtant Intereſt, as well as Civil Liberties of Europe, were caupo- 
nated and betray'd by the moſt deteſtable Parricides, to defeat the Pro- 
la- 4 teſtant Succeſſion, and pave the way for a Spurious and Popiſh Pre- 
tender. And tho the Conſpirators praQtis'd all their Arts of Illuſion to 
ner cheat the Nation, and perſuade People out of their Senſes, repreſent. 
l- ing our real any as groundleſs Jealouſies and Fears; yet not only 
| al true Britons, but Foreigners alſo (if that word be not an Offence) 
were ſenſible of the Miſeries that then ſurrounded us: As appears from 
er- the Speech made to his Majeſty, by the Ambaſſadors Extraordinary from 
en the States General, upon their publick Audience, in which are theſe 
words; At a time when the Proteſtant Religion was threaten'd 
nd 4 with total Ruin, when theſe Kingdoms were in danger of being in- 
 < wvaded, and when our Republick had reaſon to dread the greateſt 
& Calamities : At a time when arbitrary Power and Popery thought to 
ers “ bring all Europe under their Jobe; when Superſtition and Perſecu- 
4 tion, their inſeparable Companions, arm'd with Fire and Sword, 
ſeem'd ready to deſtroy all: In that time of Fear and Anguiſh, 
« God, by a wonderful Effect of his Omnipotence, put the Scepter in- 
« to your Majeſty's Hands, to quiet our Minds, to defend his Church, 
1 « to ſupport his People, and to preſerve their Laws and Liberties.” 


a. 


1 THE traitorous Conduct of the ſame perfidious Party ever ſince, 
' their malicious and indefatigable Endeavours to ſeduce the Populace 
; from 
1 
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from their Allegiance to King GEORG E, and prejudice them againſt 
his wiſe and happy Government; the ſeditious Libels and Sermons 
wherewith they have perverted the Minds of many, and prepar'd them 
for an open Rebellion againſt the moſt juſt and beſt of Kings ; and a- 
bove all, the preſent horrid Rebellion it (elf, and the unexampled Tu- 
-mults and Riots at Oxford, and other Parts of the Kingdom, which gave 
the firſt Alarms of a High-Church War, are too ſenſible Proofs how 
juſt theſe Apprehenſions were. 9 2 


* 


NOW it had been a noble Speculation, worthy of all the Doctor's 
Eloquence, and even agreeable to the Thread of his Diſcourſe, as well 
as to the Anniverſary, if, inſtead of fix Pages of ſenſleſs Criticiſm, he 
had afforded one or two to detect the Unjuſtice, the Villany, the Inhu- 
manity, the Perjury, and Sacrilege of this unnatural Rebellion, and of | 
theſe: Preparations to it. Pag. 20. He very juſtly condemns thoſe Ro- 
man Caſuiſts, © who inſtrutt Men to be wic bed without Remorſe, and 
ce with Aſſurance: Who defend common Perjury and Perfidionſneſs, | 
c by the ſcandalous Shifts of Equivocals and mental Reſtriftions : 
& Who ſanttify the horrideſt Villanies, Murders; Plots, Afſaſſmations, | 
c &c. if deſign'd for the Service of the Church.“ How ealy and 
natural had it been to apply this (tho in a Parentheſis only) to the 
chief Fomenters and Actors in the preſent Rebellion? Who, excepting | 
a ſew Papiſts and Nonjurors, have, with the Solemnity of repeated 
Oaths, abjur'd the Perſon and Title of the Pretender, and ſworn to be 
faithful and bear true Allegiance to his Majeſty King GEORGE; 
and yet violate thoſe facred Obligations, under pretence of Zeal for the 
Church : And this without Remorſe, and with Aſſurance, by the help 
of that Feſuitical Diſtinction of our High- Church Caſuiſts, that the 
abjuring any Right the Pretender might claim, is only meant of a legal 

| Right 1, and that it has no relation to Birthright, or to Divine Right: 
And that they ſwear to King GEORG E as King in poſſeſſion only. 
Among all the Horrors of Popery, there is nothing more deviliſn than 
this Expedient, invented by Men of reprobate Minds, to elude the 
Oaths enacted for the Security of the Government, and ſecure to them- 
ſelves an Influence over publick Affairs, to undermine and deſtroy it. 
Many Papiſts would not only bluſh, but even tremble at this Impiety: 
And of late years they ſnew themſelves to be Men of more 3 
and Conſcience than thoſe forſworn Zealots of the Church of England; 
for they refuſe the Oaths which the others break thro, as inconfiſtent \ 


2 


if | with their Principles and Religion. Yea the very Heathens had a greater 
0 ö Dread of God upon their Souls, and durſt not falſify an Oath, after 
10 | | ſuch an Appeal to Heaven for the Sincerity of their Intentions; Per- 


44 jur'd Perſons were eſteem'd by them as the moſt execrable Enemies of 
WW! human Society; and yet many of our Prieſts (horreſco reſerens) make 
nothing of an Oath, and rack their Invention to find out ways of ſti- 
fling all Remorſe of Perjury in themſelves and others. | 
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padet hac opprobria Nobis. 


HOW often has the Word of God been diſtorted, and his Name 
profan'd by Men of this Caſt, for the Seryice of the Church, and the 
Pretender? How many labour'd Sermons, of dubious and contradicto- 
ry Meanings, have been preach'd in Places of the greateſt reſort, to 
propagate. Jacobitiſin and Sedition, under the Notion of Nop-Reſiſtance 
and Hereditary Right, by thoſe who have taken all Oaths, and join'd in 
all Prayers to the contrary ? And might not theſe be reckon'd amon 
the Doctor's xzmnaco,. his Traders in a Profeſſion ? Or where ſhall we 
find in the whole Univerſe a more mercenary Set of Men ? He that 
ſwears, and prays, and abjures, and ſhall profeſs to do it heartily, wil- 


2 lingly, and truly, upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, without any Equivoca- 


tion, mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever z and ſhall ſur- 
ther atteſt to the Sincerity of his Profeſſion, by the moſt ſolemn Rites 
of our Religion, the Seal of God's Covenant; and all this, that under 
the Umbrage of his Oaths he may the more covertly promote that 
Cauſe which he abjur'd and ſwore againſt, for the Security of the 
Church: What is he but a vile Factor to Libertiniſm and Atheiſm ? If 
we believe the late Lord Biſhop of Sarum, whoſe Memory will be ho- 
nour'd by all Lovers of Liberty and the Reformation, that Impiety 
and Infidelity, which have averſpread the Nation, are owing chiefly to 
the ſcandalous xamiaaa, and abominable ſhuſſling of thoſe Clergy- 
men, who preach, and ſpeak, and act contrary to what they ſwear and 
pray. And were that Great Man now among us, he might with equal 
and apparent Juſtice affirm, that the preſent Rebellion, and all the Miſ- 
chiefs that do or may attend it, are owing to the Conduct and Inſtiga- 
tion of the fame Men and their Complices. Abandon'd Wretches ! 


whom neither Wrath nor Conſcience, nor Oaths nor Sacraments can 


bind to their Duty | What pity is it thoſe infamous Prevaricators, who 
have thus cauponated all that's ſacred, in ſuch a manner as will leave 
their Name for a-Reprgach, for a Curſe to future Ages, had not one 
Laſh of the Doctor's cenſorious Rod? Sure, they deſerv'd it more 
than thoſe noble. and princely Perſonages, and. thoſe Reverend Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church, who have watch'd all Opportunities to 
heal our Breaches and. Diviſions in Matters of Religion ? It had been a 
Vindication of the. ſacred Character they profane, to brand theſe Men, 
as the ſhame not only of their own Order, but of all Mankind. But 
not one word of this falſe Dealing in Prieſt or Laick, nor of the Re- 
bellion, the monſtrous Fruit of it (tho then at its height) is to be met 
with in the Doctor's Fifth · of · November Sermon. 


BU T whatever Reaſon might move the Doctor to be neuter upon 
that occaſion, or whether he forgot that any Rebellion had been rais'd 
(for ſome have odd Memories, that can retain no Images of Treaſons 
and Rebellions acted in their own time, theſe ſtrike no Impreſſion on 


their 
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thei” Fancy or Imagination, tho preſent to their Senſes; but are very 
tenacious in the remembrance of thoſe that happen'd before they were 
born. :) Whatever ſecret Motive, I ſay, might induce the Doctor to let 
_ theſe ings go unobſery'd, and without Cenſure; yet it's a little ſur- 


* 


10; 

j | x Funn at the Name of our Gracious Sovereign King GEORGE 
wo! _ ſhould not be once mention'd with due Honour and Reſpect, on a Re- 
Wh "volution-Anniverſary. 


| Theme had been very acceptable to the Doctor's learned Audience, 
whoſe Fidelity to the Government has been amply rewarded, by a 


King GEORGE, and far exceeding any thing has been done of the 
like nature by thoſe Princes, whoſe Days are celebrated in ſome Places 
with ſuch ſcandalous Diſtinction. But the World is now convinc'd, 
that this Nation groans to be deliver'd of a Generation of Men, who 
will never honour a King, that fears God, and abhors Idols. 
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1 vou LD perſuade my ſelf, that a few Sentences on this | 


_ diſtinguiſhing Mark of Royal Favour. A noble Preſent! 2 of 
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